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Motoki Tokieda’s language as a process theory and

B. F. Skinner’s theory of verbal behavior
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Abstract

The present author compared Motoki Tokieda’s language as a process theory
with B. F. Skinner’s theory of verbal behavior. He found five similarities and four
differences between Tokieda’s theory and Skinner’s theory. The five similarities:
(1) Both Tokieda’s definition and Skinner’s definition of behavior are broad. (2)
According to both Tokieda and Skinner, language is not the system of signs but
behavior of individuals. (3) Tokirda’s concept of ji and Skinner’s concept of
autoclitic are remarkably similar. (4) Both Tokieda and Skinner took account of
multiple causation of verbal behavior. (5) Both Tokieda and Skinner considered
that neither a word nor a sentence has meaning without situational context. In
other words, words or sentences have no meaning without actual use. Four
differences: (1) Tokieda considered both expression behavior and understanding
behavior to be language behavior. Whereas, Skinner considered only expression
behavior to be verbal behavior. (2) Tokieda did not define language behavior
formally. Therefore, he did not clarify the fundamental difference between language
behavior and other behaviors. Whereas, Skinner defined verbal behavior clearly
and showed the crucial difference between verbal behavior and other behaviors. (3)
According to Tokieda, language is acquired by association. Whereas, according to
Skinner, verbal behavior is shaped, maintained, and modified by contingencies of
reinforcement. (4) Tokieda considered that linguistically same language behavior is
always also behaviorally same language behavior. Whereas, Skinner considered

that linguistically same verbal behavior might be behaviorally different behaviors.
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